INSTRUMENTS   OF   POLICY
Nationalists, to whom the King was inclined to turn for support.
The great gathering of Sunni and Shica Nationalists from all
parts of 'Iraq, at Karbala, April isth and i3th, 1922, summoned
by Shaikh Mahdl al-KhalisI, ostensibly to consider measures of
defence against the Wahhabis, whose raids in early March had
thrown 'Iraq into a furore of nervous excitement,1 had been
hailed as a body greater than the prospective National Assembly
since it had met at the wish of the nation without the influence
of the Government.2
Although the formal sessions actually came to little, moderate
petitions replacing the original extreme demands,3 the private
meetings were more productive. From them developed the
organization of much of the later agitation. The vernacular
newspapers, which had steadily maintained during the spring
that clraq would not accept the Treaty so long as it contained
a shadow of the Mandate,4 were also to increase their virulence
after the meetings.
The Residency attempted to counter this propaganda by
inserting articles in the local English papers. These articles,
placing the mandatory system in its most favourable light,6
insisting that the misunderstandings of the Nationalists arose
from the use of the wrong Arabic word for Mandate6 and
urging as a diversion, that 'Iraqis should support their new
army as a quick means of achieving independence,7 merely
stirred the Arabic press to fresh denunciations. The papers
retorted, in unison, that the word Mandate, however translated,
meant the same thing: subjection and colonization.8 Al-'Iraq
1 Al-Istiqldl, April 6th, 1922.
2 Al-Mufid, April i7th, 1922. The King was believed to be giving his support
to the Conference   See his telegram of thanks to the Conference, April I3th,
1922; Al-Dijla, April i6th, 1922; also Al-Istiqldlt April 6th, 1922.
3 Baghdad Times, April 7th, 1922; but cf. Al-Muffd, same date.
^Lisdn al-Arab, February 24th, 1922; Al-Istiqldl, March ist and 9th, 1922;
Al- Iraq, March 3rd, 1922; Al-Jazlra (Mosul), April 4th, 1922.
5 Baghdad Times; May 26th; July 5th, 6th, 1922.
6 Ibid., May 27th, 29th; June loth, 20th, 1922.
7 Ibid., July i2th, 1922.
8 Al-Istiqldl and Al-Rdfidan, June 5th, 1922; also supra, pp. 261-3.
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